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SUBJECT: PEOPLE'S DAILY EDITORIAL ON THE 30TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
VICTORY OVER GERMAN FASCISM 

SUMMARY: A PEOPLE'S DAILY (MAY 9) EDITORIAL MARKING THE 
30TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE VICTORY OVER GERMAN FASCISM WAS 
TURNED INTO A STINGING ANTI-SOVIET DIATRIBE, PORTRAYING 
THE USSR AS HAVING DEGENERATED INTO HITLER-LIKE SOCIAL- 
FASCISM AS WELL AS SOCIAL-IMPERIALISM. FOR THE FIRST TIME 
SINCE THE INDOCHINA COLLAPSE THE EDITORIAL IN PASSING DE- 
PICTS THE US AS "INCREASINGLY VULNERABLE AND STRATEGICALLY 
PASSIVE." END SUMMARY 

1. SINCE THE 20TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE VICTORY OVER GERMAN 
FASCISM A DECADE AGO, WHEN PRC VICE-PREMIER PO I-PO DE- 
LIVERED AN ADDRESS ON THE OCCASION, CHINA HAS TENDED TO 
DOWNGRADE ITS TREATMENT AND ATTENTION TO THE EVENT. 
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DEVELOPMENTS IN INDOCHINA CLEARLY OVERSHADOWED PRC MEDIA 
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ATTENTION TO 25TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS IN 1970. THIS 
YEAR MARKS A SHARP CHANGE. 

2. THIS YEAR, CHINA HAS USED THE OCCASION OF THE 30TH ANNI- 
VERSARY TO LAUNCH A STINGING ATTACK ON THE SOVIET UNION. 

THE EDITORIAL CHARGES THE KHRUSHCHEV -BREZHNEV RENEGADE 
CLIQUE WITH THE RETROGRESSION AND DEGENERATION OF THE WORLD S 
FIRST SOCIALIST STATE TO ITS PRESENT STATE OF SOCIAL-IMPERIAL- 
ISM AND SOCIAL-FASCISM. THE LATTER CHARGE AN ADDITION TO 
PEKING'S CURRENT LISTING OF MOSCOW'S CRIMES. IT LIKENS THE 
PRESENT DAY SOVIET GOVERNMENT AND PARTY LEADERS WITH HITLER 
AND CONTENDS THAT THE "SOVIET REVISIONIST RENEGADE CLIQUE" 

HAS NOT ONLY USURPED THE VICTORY OF HITLER BUT HAS ACCOMPLISHED 
WHAT HITLER FAILED TO DO. THE EDITORIAL DECLARES SOVIET PUR- 
SUANCE OF SOCIAL-IMPERIALISM AND SOCIAL-FASCISM IN THE 
"CRIMINAL GOAL" OF CONTENTION WITH THE US FOR THE "GROSSEST 
INSULT" TO THE MILLIONS OF SOVIET MARTYRS AND THE SOVIET 
PEOPLE. APPROACHING BLIND RAGE, THE CHARGE OF "DICTATORSHIP" 

IS HURLED FOUR TIMES IN ONE SENTENCE. 

3. UNLIKE THE EDITORIAL MARKING THE 20TH ANNIVERSARY, THIS 
YEAR'S EDITORIAL REFERS TO STALIN S WARTIME LEADERSHIP WITHOUT 
THE USUAL QUALIFYING REFERENCES TO HIS MISTAKES. 

4. AGAINST A BACKDROP OF RECENT COMMUNIST VICTORIES IN INDO- 
CHINA, THE SINO-KOREAN SUMMITRY, AND SINO- JAPANESE PEACE AND 
FRIENDSHIP TREATY TALKS SNAGGED OVER AN ANTI-HEGEMONY CLAUSE, 
THE EDITORIAL INTERESTINGLY REFERS TO THE "DECISIVE ROLE" OF 

THE CHINESE, KOREAN AND OTHER ASIAN PEOPLE IN THE STRUGGLE 
TO DEFEAT JAPANESE FASCISM. NOT UNEXPECTED IS THE ABSENCE 
OF REFERENCE TO ANY US ROLE IN BRINGING ABOUT THE DEFEAT OF 
FASCISM IN EUROPE OR ASIA. 

5. SUGGESTING THAT CONTENDERS FOR HEGEMONY NOTE THE LESSONS 
OF HISTORY, THE EDITORIAL PAINTS THE USUAL PICTURE OF AMBITIOUS 
SOVIETS DESIROUS OF REPLACING US IMPERIALISM. ALTHOUGH THE 
EDITORIAL SUGGESTS THE US IS STILL FIERCELY CONTENDING WITH 
THE SOVIETS, IT DESCRIBES THE US AS "NOW BECOMING INCREASING- 
LY VULNERABLE AND STRATEGICALLY PASSIVE." THIS ASSERTION IS 
THE FIRST PUBLIC REFERENCE IN PRC MEDIA TO A POST-VIETNAM/ 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 03 HONG K 05157 090933Z 

CAMBODIA US AS LESS ASSURED, AND CONTRASTS WITH RECENT REMARKS 
BY PRC OFFICIALS WHICH HAVE HIGHLIGHTED CONTINUING US STRENGTH 
AND RESOLVE (HONG KONG 4990). 

6. COMMENT: PEKING CONTINUES TO DEVELOP A DOUBLE, PUBLIC- 
PRIVATE LINE ON HOW IT VIEWS THE US AFTER THE INDOCHINA 
COLLAPSE. THERE IS NO AMBIGUITY, HOWEVER, IN THIS BLAST AT 
MOSCOW, AND THE STRENGTH OF IT SUGGESTS THAT PEKING HAS BE- 
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COME FRESHLY IRRITABLE ABOUT RUSSIANS. THE CHINESE, WE WOULD 
GUESS, SEE THE SOVIETS GAINING GROUND THROUGH DEVELOPMENTS IN 
ASIA. THE CHINESE WOULD, OF COURSE, LIKE EUROPEANS TO SEE THE 
USSR AS A NEW, HITLERIAN THREAT TO THE WORLD. 

GETSINGER 
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